RICHARD KNOLLES

[Born 1550. Historian. Headmaster of the Grammar School at
Sandwich in Kent, where he was engaged for twelve years on his
Genera// Historic of the Turkes from the first beginning of that Nation,
which was published in 1603 and ran through many editions. Dr.
Johnson said that the book showed all the excellencies that narration can
admit> explaining Knolles' limited reputation by the fact that he wrote
of a subject of which none desires to be informed. Byron said of the book :
I believe it bad much influence on my future wishes to visit the Levant, and gave
perhaps the oriental colouring which is observed in my poetry. Southey and
Coleridge also greatly admired the work, which is a fine example of
the English of its tdnie. Knolles died in 1610.]
/  |  ^HE Lord Burleigh, when he read Knolls Turkish history
iwas particularly extremely pleased at the discription of
the Battail of Lepanto ; sent for Knolles, who told him
an ingeniose young man came to him, hearing what he was
about, and desired that he might write that, having been in that
Action.
My Lord hunted after him, and traced him from place to
place, and at last to Newgate; he was reduced to such necessity.
He was hanged but a 14 night before. He unluckily lost a good
opportunity of being preferred.